CITY OF PALMETTO
PO BOX 1209
PALMETTO, FL 34221

Numbers to Know
Department of
Public Works
723723-4580
Public Works Director
Fleet Maintenance
Parks & Recreation
Planning Development
Project Management
Building/Permitting
Sewer, Water, Reclaim
Signs and Markings
Solid Waste
Stormwater & Ditches
Road and Bridge
City Hall
723--4570
723
Mayor’s Office
City Clerk
Code Enforcement
Finance Director
CRA Director - 723-4988
Building & Permitting
721-2166
Police Department - 723-4587
Treatment Plant - 723-6106

Commission
Meeting Dates
March 18th
April 1st & 15th
May 6th & 20th
All meetings are held in the
Commission Chambers
Meetings start at 7:00 P.M.
The public is encouraged to
attend.
Commission Members

Jonathan Davis—At Large
Tamara Cornwell—At Large
Charles Smith— Ward I
Tambra Varnadore—Ward II
Brian Williams—Ward III
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From the Mayor of Palmetto
Dear Friends,
A long journey that was triggered by a desperate need for
a healthier elementary school
for children north of the river
(not just within Palmetto) is
coming to an end. It has finally
evolved into a “homerun” for
several entities, including a
new Palmetto
Elementary
School, a new Boys & Girls
Club, Just for Girls ownership,
a new MTI facility and now
construction has begun on the
Little League regulation baseball fields.
Congratulations
and thanks go to all the parties

that were participants in the
multi-entity land swaps and/or
purchases. Palmetto has provided $800,000 towards the regional fields, and county staff
and crews have broken ground
and continue working cooperatively with City staff.
A great big thank you to the Pittsburgh Pirates for their $75,000
donation towards construction of
the Little League fields at Blackstone Park. Their investment in
Manatee County youth is truly
heartwarming and so appreciated by us all. Little League players and residents north of the

river can now look forward to having fields comparable to those in
other county areas.
Our efforts to revitalize and improve Palmetto are ongoing. We
hope you will overlook those small
inconveniences that always seem
to be a part of redevelopment and
construction. I am very pleased
about the City projects and hopeful
that you too are noticing some of
the wonderful improvements to our
City.

Shirley Groover Bryant
Mayor

News from the Public Works Director
Palmetto Aquifer Storage and
Recovery (ASR) Well Project

The City of Palmetto is pursuing the use of a reclaimed water Aquifer Storage Recovery
System to better manage our
reclaimed water supply and
demand, and enhance the
overall reliability of the utility
system.
The project is comprised of two
phases: Phase I includes drilling and construction of three
wells, the ASR well and two
monitoring wells. Phase I of
this project is under construction and ahead of schedule.
The driller has completed the
construction of the ASR well,
and construction of the two
monitoring wells is nearing
completion. Actual water storage capacity of the ASR well is
determined by a series of tests.
Recent testing indicates that
the well is performing better

than initially expected, which
means that we can store more
reclaimed water.
Phase II of this project is comprised of equipment procurement installation and testing.
Currently, we are soliciting pricing for Phase II which is scheduled to begin in the next few
months. Once complete, we will
be able to store reclaimed water
during the rainy season, usually
discharged into Terra Ceia Bay,
for later use in the dry season
when everyone needs the water.
Why is this important?
important The City
processes approximately 1.4
million gallons of reclaimed water daily which during most
times is adequate to supply our
residences with high quality
irrigation water. However, during the dry months, reclaimed
water demand almost doubles
supply. When this happens, we
have to place restrictions on the
use to Monday, Wednesday and

Saturday only.
Once the ASR
well meets all applicable state
well construction and regulatory
standards and is placed into
operation, we will be able to
store during the rainy season
and withdraw the additional
water needed during the dry
season to provide a quality irrigation supply each day, twentyfour hours a day, without restrictions.
Finally, the reclaimed water ASR
storage mechanism will allow
the City of Palmetto and its residents to reduce the demands on
potable water supplies typically
used for irrigation and eliminate
the need for surface water discharge of excess reclaimed water into Terra Ceia Bay.

Allen Tusing,
Public Works Director
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News From The Palmetto Police Department
City of Palmetto
Movie in the Park
Providing entertainment
for Palmetto families to
enjoy year round in the
City, the Palmetto Parks
Department shows a free
movie the first Friday of
every month.
Movie in the Park - where
more than 3000 current
and classic movies are at
our disposal.
There is no better place
to be this year than Sutton Park. Grab a picnic
basket and a blanket and
enjoy the show. You bring
the snacks, we'll bring the
stars.
Sponsored By

More and more golf carts
are seen being driven on
Palmetto’s streets lately.
Although golf carts may be
an efficient way to get
around, operating them on
most of our City streets is
illegal. Per Florida State
Statute, the only section of
roadway that golf carts
may be operated on legally
is 10th Avenue West, be-

tween 11th Street West and 14th
Street West (basically to drive
back and forth between both
sides of Palmetto Mobile Home
Park). There are no other locations in the City for golf cart
traffic.
There are some golf carts that
are legal to operate in traffic. If
your golf cart meets all applicable Department of Transportation standards and can be

issued a Florida tag, it can be
driven on any roadway. The
best way to determine if your
golf cart meets these criteria is
to contact the local tag office.
Anyone operating a street-legal
golf cart on our roadways must
also possess a valid driver’s
license.
Scott Tyler
Deputy Chief

News from the Community Redevelopment Agency
The Palmetto CRA continues
to see improvement in the
downtown with multiple
demolitions.
The old River’s Edge Motel
has come down to make way
for the new Electra Spa and
luxury apartments. The old
Olympia Theater is being
prepared for new redevelopment inside. The Riverside
Plaza is being cleaned out
for the new It Works! Global
Corporate
Headquarters,
and in a matter of weeks,
Sutton Park will receive another transformation, to become the best urban park in
Manatee County.

This time the park will go vertical with the addition of the
pavilion roof. This structure
will house the monthly Movies
in the Park with a larger and
better projection. It will also
serve as the main viewing
area for the Children’s and
Veteran’s parades and it will
be the stage for our annual 4th
of July Celebration, which, by
the way, should be ready for
The Guess Who and Village
People in a few months.
Also to be constructed this
year, is Martin Luther King
Park. Built on derelict properties, this park will serve as a
pedestrian park for the east

side of Palmetto and also
clean runoff that flows into the
Manatee River. The CRA has
the Southwest Florida Water
Management
District
(SWFWMD) and other outside
grantors as partners on this
project.
We are also continuing work
on the redevelopment of the
Riverside Boat Ramp. This
project includes help from
Manatee County, the West
Coast Inland Navigation District and hopefully SWFWMD.
Jeff Burton
CRA Director

News from City Hall
October 1 was the start of
the fiscal year at the City.
The economic climate has
gotten slightly better, but
further reductions in the
City property values meant
less tax dollars to support
ongoing services.
Free popcorn and sodas
before the movie starts
For more information
about Movie in the Park
contact the Parks and
Recreation office at
941-723-4580

Property values for the current year are down just
over 4% and 39% overall
during the last five years.
Despite these reductions,
staff worked hard with
Commission to further reduce operating expenses to
ensure a balanced budget.

In September, the Commission
adopted the roll back rate of
$5.2171 per $1,000 of taxable
value, which is the rate that
will allow the City to collect the
same ad valorem tax dollars
compared to the previous year.

For the past three years, the City
has received the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in
Budgeting. This is the highest
form of budgeting recognition in
governmental and financial reporting.

The current year budget is
approximately $27 million and
includes $5 million for capital
projects within the City. The
current year budget is about
$5 million less compared to FY
2012. The majority of this reduction was associated with
capital projects and other decreases in expenditures citywide.

The FY 2013 budget contains a
wealth of information and can be
found on the City website under
the Finance section.
Jim Freeman
City Clerk

