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Good news for Palmetto!
CRA Director - 723-4988
Building/Permitting -721-2166
Police Department - 723-4587
Treatment Plant - 723-6106

Commission
Meeting Dates
All meetings are held in the
Commission Chambers
Meetings start at 7:00 P.M.
October 5 & 19
November 2 & 16
December 7 & 21
The public is encouraged to
attend.

Commissioners
Jonathan Davis—At Large
Tamara Cornwell—At Large
Harold Smith— Ward I
Tambra Varnadore—Ward II
Brian Williams—Ward III

The Palmetto waterfront
will be re-imagined in
2016. Almost five years
ago, the Palmetto Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) applied for and
was awarded approximately $1 million in Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) funding to plan
and redevelop the Palmetto waterfront from the
Green Bridge down Riverside Drive to 10th Avenue.
Last year, the CRA also
applied for and was awarded almost $900,000 in cooperative funding grant
dollars from the Southwest

Florida Water Management
District (SWFWMD) to incorporate storm water treatment
into the project. The end
product will be a completely
sustainable, new waterfront
with historic lighting, a wide
red brick paver walk/bike
path with shaded trees, landscaping, benches and safety
features, including cameras.
The project will also include a
new seawall to replace the
old, and a living shoreline to
encourage habitat for fish
and plants. When all is said
and done, we estimate that
the CRA will pay around fifty
cents for every dollar spent
and that the project will

cost around $3 million. The
seawall will be replaced as
soon as possible, then the living shoreline will be installed.
Work is set to begin on the
uplands in the spring, after the
boat races, but may cause
some issues during the Fourth
of July.
Now for the great news! When
the Palmetto CRA applied for
the FDOT funding for the waterfront, it also applied for 10th
Avenue (Old Main Street) funding too. In 2021, 10th Avenue
is scheduled to be re-imagined
from Riverside Drive to 17th
Street.
Jeff Burton
CRA Director
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News from the Public Works Department

City of Palmetto
Movie in the Park
Providing entertainment for
Palmetto families to enjoy
year round, the City of Palmetto shows a free movie
the first Friday of every
month.
Movie in the Park - where
more than 3,000 current
and classic movies are at
our disposal.
There is no better place to
be this year than Sutton
Park. Grab a picnic basket
and a blanket and enjoy the
show. You bring the snacks,
we'll bring the stars!
Sponsored by

The Department of Public
Works will soon begin a
very important project that
has been on the Florida
Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) Five Year
Work Program. The City
will receive funding from
the FDOT with no match
required from the taxpayers of Palmetto. The project will provide intersection improvements at 17th
Street and 14th Avenue
West.

times a lot of traffic moves
through the four way stop.
The initial plans were to install a roundabout to improve
the traffic flow during peak
times. During the initial design phase, it was discovered that there was not
enough right-of-way, and the
installation would negatively
impact two homes. The
FDOT and the City revisited
the project and came to the
conclusion that aligning the
intersection would work best.

the pedestrian access to
the school for the students, and the current bus
stop to the south of the
intersection will be connected to a sidewalk for
better handicap accessibility.

This intersection is adjacent to Palmetto High
School, where at various

This project will align the current offset north and southbound lanes. It will improve

Allen Tusing
Public Works Director

News From City Hall
Fiscal Year 2016 Budget
On September 28, 2015,
the City budget went before the Commission for
final approval. Overall
property values within the
City are up 4.9 percent
compared to the previous
year. Total property taxable value is estimated at
$716 million dollars

For more information about
Movie in the Park contact
the Facilities and Events
Specialist at
941-723-4570
Remember!
Free popcorn and sodas
before the movie starts
Sponsored by
Waste Management
Movie starts at dusk

This project is scheduled
to begin sometime after
the first of the year, greatly improving the overall
safety for both vehicular
and pedestrian traffic.

throughout the City. The total
General Fund budget, which
is the main operating fund for
the City, is approximately
$10.3 million dollars, and the
citywide budget including the
Enterprise
and
Pension
funds is approximately $25.3
million. The City millage is
proposed to increase .25
mils per $1,000 of value or
$5.9671 overall.

Although this rate is higher than last year, the City
tax per capita is among
the lowest in the county.
The additional revenue
dollars will be used to
fund public safety, recreation, and various capital
improvements within the
City.
Jim Freeman
City Clerk

Palmetto Police Department
A skimmer was located
recently at a Palmetto
business. A skimmer is a
device that surreptitiously
records a customer’s account information when
using an ATM or debit location. These are often
placed over the keyboard
and card slot and can be
detected by checking the
device carefully.
More sophisticated skimmers, however, can be
placed inside the device
within minutes by a skilled
crook. They are nearly impossible to detect and the

crook will then download the
recorded data remotely.
You can keep yourself safe
from crooks using most
skimmers with a few easy
steps. When using an ATM
or debit location, make sure
that you process the transaction as credit, not debit, and
input your zip code.
Also, check the device that
you are using for signs of
tampering. Check your bank
and account statements at
least weekly and report unauthorized transactions to
your bank or credit card

company immediately.
Finally, always practice
safety at ATM’s and debit
card locations. Use only
locations that are public
and well-lit. Use pumps
that are right in front of the
store. Cover the keyboard
when you are typing in
your PIN.
Always remain aware of
your surroundings!

Chief Scott Tyler
Police Department

