CITY OF PALMETTO
PO BOX 1209
PALMETTO, FL 34221

Numbers to Know
Department of
Public Works
723-4580
Public Works Director
Code Enforcement
Fleet Maintenance
Planning Development
Project Management
Building/Permitting
Sewer, Water, Reclaim
Signs and Markings
Solid Waste
Stormwater & Ditches
Road & Bridge
City Hall
723-4570
Mayor’s Office
City Clerk
Finance Director
Facilities & Events
Specialist
CRA Director - 723-4988
Building & Permitting
721-2166
Police Department - 723-4587

Commission
Meeting Dates
April - 21st
May 5th & 19th
June 2nd & 16th
All meetings are held in the
Commission Chambers
Meetings start at 7:00 P.M.
The public is encouraged to
attend.

Commission Members
Jonathan Davis—At Large
Tamara Cornwell—At Large
Charles Smith— Ward I
Tambra Varnadore—Ward II
Brian Williams—Ward III
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From the Mayor of Palmetto
Dear Friends,
Our redevelopment and revitalization coupled with our
gateway and corridor improvements are making a difference. All the planning that has
been and is being done is
beginning to unfold and become reality as can be seen
throughout the city. Our gateway is being transformed with
new landscaping, our parks
are being upgraded, residential areas are being revived,
and new businesses are being
drawn to our community creating future opportunities for
employment.
Business:
We welcome our newest business, It Works! Global to Palmetto as they relocate their
corporate headquarters to
Riverside Drive.
Redevelopment:
For the remainder of this year,
expect to see our boat ramp
on Riverside Drive transformed into the best in this
part of Florida, new restrooms
at Sutton Park and the creation of MLK Park.
The boat ramp which has
been estimated at around a
million dollars is funded
through a partnership of the
Palmetto CRA with the West
Coast Inland Navigational
District, Southwest Florida
Water Management District
(SWFWMD) and City of Palmetto. It will incorporate more

ramps, themed lights, red paver
Low Impact Design (LID) parking
and more dockage. It will be fabulous!
The Sutton Park restrooms are
underway and they will match the
quality of the rest of the park. This
will be the third phase of a six
phase total CRA project. We still
have to update the playground
and a perimeter LID walking path
and LID diagonal parking around
the park. That will all come later.
MLK is underway! We are consistently moving forward with the project while working with our partner,
SWFWMD. It should be ready to
use this year.
Our work is being acknowledged
as we received the 2011 Florida
Planning and Zoning Association
(FPZA) award for Outstanding
Public Development for the exchanges that resulted in a new
elementary school. Sutton Park
was the subject of two awards: the
2013 Brick Industry Association
Gold Award for Brick in Architecture and the 2013 6th Annual
Hardscape North America Award.
We are pleased to announce that
the Palmetto Fifth Street Project
recently received 2nd place in the
“Future of the Region Development/Infrastructure” award by the
Tampa Bay Regional Planning
Council.

will have more on this project in a
later edition.
Housing:
Partnering with Habitat for Humanity has allowed us to rehabilitate six homes with two more
scheduled for next year.
Six
homes have been recipients of
the Brush with Kindness program
also through the same partnership
thus improving neighborhoods
one home at a time. A big thank
you to all the Habitat for Humanity
volunteers that donated thousands of hours to the Palmetto
projects.
Community:
Congratulations to the Hernando
De Soto Historical Society on
celebrating their 75th Anniversary.
For the first time the Seafood Fest
was held in Palmetto and it was a
huge success. I think they broke
our attendance record in Sutton
Park with the Vanilla Ice Concert.
We plan to break it again at this
year’s 4th of July Celebration with
American Idol Scotty McCreery.
The City Commissioners and I are
very pleased with the positive
changes in our hometown. We
invite you to join our efforts to
make Palmetto the very best
place to live and work!
As always, shop local and support
Palmetto businesses!
Regards,

We are currently working with Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) for the future redevelopment of 10th Avenue West. We

Shirley Groover Bryant
Mayor
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City of Palmetto
Movie in the Park
Providing entertainment
for Palmetto families to
enjoy year round in the
City, the Palmetto Parks
Department shows a free
movie the first Friday of
every month.
Movie in the Park - where
more than 3000 current
and classic movies are at
our disposal.
There is no better place to
be this year than Sutton
Park. Grab a picnic basket
and a blanket and enjoy
the show. You bring the
snacks, we'll bring the
stars.
Sponsored by

City News In Brief

News from the Palmetto Police Department
One of the leading current
crime trends in the City of
Palmetto right now is auto
burglary. Many of the victims
of these auto burglaries
were found to have left their
vehicle unsecured. Here are
some simple tips that will
dramatically decrease the
likelihood that you will be the
victim of an auto burglary:
1. The first tip is very
basic: Roll up your windows
and lock your car. A very
small percentage of vehicle
burglaries in the City involve
suspects breaking into an
automobile, so securing your
vehicle will keep the odds in
your favor. Even if the car is

parked in your driveway, lock it 4. Report suspicious people
up.
and activity to the Palmetto
Police
Department
right
2. Make sure that any valuables
away. Auto burglary is usualin your vehicle are out of sight.
Secure valuables in your glove ly a crime of opportunity
box, center console, or trunk. A where the thief will search
valuable item left in plain sight for unsecure vehicles. He or
may encourage a thief to break she may be seen loitering in
in. Also, don’t leave firearms in parking lots, walking through
your vehicle, unattended, for yards, and trying to open car
long periods of time.
doors. If you see this behav3. Try to park your vehicle in ior, call the Palmetto Police
open, well-lit areas.
If your Department at 941-721driveway is dark, secluded, or 2000 Ext. 0
offers places to hide consider
trimming your landscaping back Deputy Chief Scott Tyler
and adding lights. Motion acti- Palmetto Police Department
vated lights are a great, energyefficient solution.

News from City Hall
Starting in May, the City will
begin work on a new software system that will provide several benefits to our
citizens and employees.

our citizens such as e - statements, automatic payments
online and several other automated services through the
use of a City portal.

The new system will handle
all of the City's financials,
utility billing, code enforcement, building and planning, and many other functions. The system will also
provide many benefits to

Implementation will be ongoing throughout the summer,
and the City hopes to be operational with the new system
by October of this year. Stay
tuned for more details this
summer.

This April, residents will see a
slight increase to the solid
waste portion of their utility bill
as a result of the annual CPI
increase. Despite the 1.73%
increase, the City solid waste
rates remain amongst the lowest in this area.
City Clerk
Jim Freeman

News from the Public Works Department
For more information
about Movie in the Park
contact the Facilities and
Events Specialist at
941-723-4570

It’s that time of year. The
weather is improving and
spring cleaning is underway. Perfect time for a
yard sale!

Remember!
Free Popcorn and sodas
before the movie starts
Sponsored by
Waste Management

Code Enforcement would
like to share some information with you regarding
the regulations for these
sales.

May 2, 2014
FROM THE WORLD OF
DISNEY
“THE PIRATE FAIRY”
Movie starts at dusk

We hope that educating our
citizens will improve the
success of the sales for our
residents and reduce the
amount of time Code Enforcement spends enforcing
these regulations.

*Yard sales may be conducted
twice per year but are limited
to one every six months.

*Please help us keep our City
beautiful! Remove the signs at
the end of your sale.

*Yard sale signs may be
placed on the resident’s property where the sale is being
conducted.

If you have any questions
regarding yard sales, please
contact Officer Whitney Chapman or Officer Mike Williamson at 941-723-4580. We will
be happy to assist you.

*Yard sale signs (limited to
three) may be placed on private property only (a neighbor).
*Prohibited areas for yard sale
signs are as follows: City property, City right-of-ways, light/
electric poles, street signs and
trees.

Whitney Chapman
Code Enforcement Officer

